
Update on Groundwater Monitoring for Compliance with
Central Coast Ag Waiver

Introduction 
The Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board recently announced which cooperative
groups were approved and those that were not. In Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo Counties,
many growers now have the responsibility of sampling their own wells to comply with the Water
Board's regulations. 

Monitoring schedules
• After the first two rounds of monitoring (September 1 - December 31, 2013 and March 1

- June 30, 2014), Tier 1 & 2 growers will repeat this testing (two rounds) every 5 years.
• After the first two rounds of monitoring (September 1 - December 31, 2013 and March 1

- June 30, 2014), Tier 3 growers will conduct testing annually.

FGL’s Turnkey Operation
Fruit Growers Laboratory, Inc. dba,  FGL Environmental (FGL), is a state certified laboratory
providing services to drinking water purveyors and wastewater generators throughout California.
FGL maintains five (5) locations in the state, including one in San Luis Obispo. FGL is also the
largest provider of leaf/ petiole, soils and irrigation water analyses to growers throughout
California.

For the Central Coast Ag Waiver, as it relates to groundwater sampling, analysis and
Geotracker uploading, FGL provides a turnkey operation to growers (Tiers 1, 2 & 3) to comply
with the Water Board’s requirements. The following are the options FGL offers to growers and
grower advisors:

a)  Grower to organize their own sampling
b)  FGL to sample

a) Grower to organize sampling
For those growers who wish to organize their own sampling, FGL will e-mail
each grower a “sampling request form” (one for each ranch) to complete. A
signature granting the laboratory permission to upload analysis data to the State
database (Geotracker) is required. It is important that the name of the ranch is the
same as that included in the Notice of Intent (NOI). Once the completed form is
returned, FGL will forward the grower (or his/her representative) sampling kits
and chains of custody, one kit for each ranch. 



Page Two

The kits include:
1. Sample containers (3 per sample)

a) Pint – no preservative
b) 8 ounce with sulfuric acid
c) 250 ml with nitric acid

2.  Preprinted chain of custody
3.  Bottle labels
4.  Detailed Sampling Instructions (available in English, Spanish and Chinese)
5.  Latex gloves
6.  Wipes  
7.  Ziploc bags
8.  Pre-addressed return label   
9. Checklist

Sampling must be conducted by a third party which is defined as “any individual, other
than the owner, operator or person who filed, signed or is named on the eNOI.” 

Once the samples are collected, they can be dropped off at FGL’s San Luis
Obispo office or picked up by mutual agreement depending on our field
scheduling.

b) FGL to sample
For those growers who wish to have FGL collect their samples, we will e-mail
 each grower a “sampling request form” (one for each ranch) to complete. It is
important that the name of the ranch is the same as that included in the Notice of
Intent (NOI). Once the completed form is returned, FGL will acknowledge that all
the information needed has been received and will take care of the rest.  
Preprinted chains of custody as well as the preprinted labels and sampling
supplies will be generated for the first (September 1 - December 31, 2013) 
sampling event. We will also have records for the second, Spring 2014, sampling
event.

Training
For growers that plan to organize their own sampling, FGL will provide sampling instructions/
guidelines for their third party sampler. For cooperative groups, we will also provide
complimentary (classroom) training to members to conduct sampling and to properly complete
the chain/s of custody.  We will provide a sign-up sheet and a confirmation/ sign off by the
laboratory that the individuals present are qualified to take drinking water and irrigation water
samples as required by the Ag Waiver. 
  
Laboratory Analyses
General chemical analyses, required for each ground water well, will be conducted at FGL’s own
laboratory and include the following:

EC, pH, TDS, Alkalinity, Calcium, Magnesium, Sodium, 
Potassium, Sulfate, Chloride and Nitrate + Nitrite as N.


